
David
The Shepherd Boy



This week’s Bible lesson comes from 1 Samuel 16:1-13, where Samuel anoints
David, a young shepherd boy, as the next king of Israel. Some of the key points
we will examine are

• We need to finish well.

• God looks at the heart of people and not their outward appearance.

• God uses the li�le things to prepare us for the big things.

• We need to be pa�ent and wait on God’s promises.

Lesson Guide
Begin this week’s lesson by reviewing the lesson on King Saul. Explain how the people wanted a king to be
like everyone else. They were delighted with King Saul because he looked like a good king. He was tall,
handsome and strong. He looked like a king. Explain that he started off well, but soon, things went wrong.

Use this opportunity to talk you your child about finishing well. Explain that it’s not only about star�ng
something good. Think of some examples, for example: e.g. Maybe they start �dying their toys well, but
then get fed up and leave a mess. Maybe they listen really well to some instruc�on and later begin to do
their own thing.

Share how King Saul began to do his own thing and so God told Samuel it was �me to anoint a new king of
Israel.

Read the passage of how Samuel went to Jesse’s home. Explain how Jesse showed all his sons and almost
forgot about David because he was out in the field with the sheep. Ask your child if they think a small boy
looking a�er sheep would make a good king?

Cut out some photos of people for a magazine or online. Have your child choose different people for
different ac�vi�es. For example, someone to sing, someone to move something heavy, someone to help
someone who is sick and so on. Explain how we o�en judge people by how they look, but God cares about
what we are really like on the inside.

Remind your child that they are never too small for God to use.

Explain how David took excellent care of his father’s sheep in the field. Think about something sheep need:
Food, water, protec�on, shelter, and so on. You could take a trip to a local farm and visit some sheep with
your child.

Share how God saw that David had a good heart and really looked a�er the sheep. God knew that if he took
good care of the sheep, he would also take good care of His people. Remind your child how it is important
to do the small things and big things well. Read Colossians 3:23-24 – “Whatever you do, work at it with all
your heart, as working for the Lord.”

Talk to your child about being pa�ent. You remind them of how you promise something, you will keep your
promise, but they some�me must wait. For example, I will take you to the park this a�ernoon. Explain that
even though David was anointed king by Samuel, he had to wait a long �me before he actually became king.
We must wait for God’s promises, but God always keeps His promises.
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